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THE PHILOSOPHER’S DIET 
 

The highest cause of the culinary arts is to make medicine sumptuous. 

 

Food is not merely fuel. It is architecture. Every substance that enters the body becomes 

part of the organism through which we experience reality. All consumption is a becoming. 

The Philosopher's Diet is founded upon a simple conviction: before we can become who we are, we 

must stop becoming what we are not. Modern life surrounds us with substances that chronically 

inflame, degrade, and obscure the natural capacities of the human body and mind. The first task is 

therefore not self-improvement, but the removal of obstruction. 

Its aim is not weight loss, restriction, or perfection. Its aim is the cultivation of an organism capable 

of vitality, clarity, resilience, and presence. 

The guiding principles are simple: 

I. Living Plants 

Consume raw, organic, whole, locally sourced produce whenever possible, ideally grown by one's 

own hands. Seek food in its least altered state. 

II. Wild Seafood 

Favor wild, responsibly harvested seafood over farmed alternatives whenever possible. Receive 

nourishment from animals that have lived according to their own nature. 

III. Pure Beverages 

Drink clean water, organic teas, organic coffee, and low-to-no-sugar fermented beverages. Avoid 

unnecessary sugars, artificial ingredients, and industrial additives. 

IV. Natural Medicines 

Employ herbs, mushrooms, fermented foods, and other natural medicines thoughtfully, recognizing 

that nourishment and healing exist along a continuum rather than in separate categories. 

The Philosopher's Diet seeks foods that are both nutrient-dense and anti-inflammatory, 

minimizing industrial adulteration while maximizing the body's innate capacity for health. Herbs, 

spices, natural vinegars, and mineral-rich salts may be used freely to enhance nourishment without 

compromising these principles. This is not merely a diet. It is a philosophy of participation. 

The quality of our participation in reality is shaped by the condition of the organism through which 

we participate. By restoring the body to greater harmony with Nature, we cultivate clearer 

perception, deeper presence, and a fuller capacity to live, love, create, and serve. 

Education is less the accumulation of truth than the removal of obstruction. 

The Philosopher's Diet is the first practice of that principle. 
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THE PHILOSOPHER’S BOWL 
 

The philosopher understands the medicine. 

The nutritionist understands the medicines. 

The chef makes medicine into celebration. 

 

The Philosopher's Bowl 

The Philosopher's Bowl is the practical expression of The Philosopher's Diet. Rather than prescribing 

recipes, it provides a simple architecture for constructing nutrient-dense, anti-inflammatory meals 

from whole foods that remain as close to Nature as possible. 

Every bowl consists of four complementary parts: 

I. The Sauce 

Begin with a nutrient-dense sauce or dressing prepared separately and added after cooking. It 

provides flavor, richness, and cohesion without becoming the medium of cooking itself. My current 

favorites include a vegan cheese sauce made of coconut milk, nutritional yeast and salt. That’s it. 

II. The Garden 

Build the foundation from a generous variety of fresh, raw vegetables. Diversity of color, texture, 

and flavor encourages broad nutritional intake while supplying abundant fiber to nourish the gut 

microbiome. The point is to never cease from exploring Mother Nature's apothecary. 

III. The Protein 

Add lightly cooked wild seafood, eggs, or other thoughtfully chosen whole-food protein. Cook only 

as much as necessary, preserving the vitality of the surrounding ingredients. Try to source locally. 

IV. The Additions 

Complete the bowl with optional additions such as nuts, seeds, herbs, mushrooms, fermented foods, 

sprouts, sea vegetables, or fresh seasonal fruit. These provide endless opportunities for creativity, 

exploration, and nutritional diversity. 

 

The Philosopher's Bowl is not a recipe but an architecture.  

Every meal follows the same first principles while allowing infinite variation. 

Its purpose is simple: to make the most fortifying food the most rewarding food. 
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THE VITALITY SCORE 
 

A naturally occurring whole food is presumed fit for human nourishment until compelling evidence suggests 

otherwise. An industrially manufactured food is presumed unfit until compelling evidence suggests otherwise. 

 

The Vitality Score asks: What are the fundamental dimensions by which food 

contributes to or detracts from vitality? What is its net contribution to vitality? 

 

This is measured through four different categories.  

The categories naturally divide into what the food provides and what it costs. 

 

These operate at different biological scales, each reinforcing the framework. 

• Micronutrient Density asks: What building materials are present?  

• Digestive Support asks: How well can the body receive and utilize them?  

• Metabolic Burden asks: What price does the body pay to process this food?  

• Inflammatory Burden asks: What lingering systemic costs remain afterward? 

 

Two of the categories measure Positive Contributions, up to + 100 in total (50 each): 

(1) Micronutrient Density (0–50) 

What resources does this food provide for the body's flourishing? 

• Vitamins  

• Minerals  

• Phytonutrients  

• Essential fats  

• Protein quality  

• Antioxidants  

• etc.  
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(2) Digestive Support (0–50) 

How well does this food support the system that processes all the others? 

• Prebiotic fiber  

• Probiotics  

• Digestibility  

• Microbiome support  

• Fermentation  

• etc.  

 

Two of the categories measure Negative Contributions, up to - 100 in total (- 50 each): 

(1) Metabolic Burden (0–50) 

What energetic or regulatory cost does this food impose? 

• Blood sugar disruption  

• Insulin demand  

• Empty calories  

• Excessive digestive effort  

• Poor satiety  

• etc.  

(2) Inflammatory Burden (0–50) 

To what extent does this food contribute to chronic physiological stress? 

• Refined ingredients  

• Oxidized fats  

• Ultra-processing  

• Certain additives  

• Harmful fatty acid profiles  

• etc.  
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Then the equation is elegant: 

Vitality Score =  

(Micronutrient Density + Digestive Support) − (Metabolic Burden + Inflammatory Burden) 

Range: −100 to +100 

 

Or: Vitality = Biological Benefit − Biological Cost 

 

Positive            Range 

Nutrient Density 0–50 

Digestive Support 0–50 

minus 

Negative                 Range 

Metabolic Burden     0–50 

Inflammatory Burden   0–50 

Then 

Vitality Score = (ND + DS) − (MB + IB) 

 

Food Scoring Note: 

A single characteristic of a food may influence more than one category. This is intentional. The 

categories represent distinct biological functions rather than isolated ingredients. 

For example: Fiber has multiple causal pathways. It: 

✓ contributes positively through digestive support 

✓ simultaneously reduces metabolic burden 

Those aren't double-counting. They're different mechanisms. 

One is: direct benefit. The other is: reduction of cost. 
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The Vitality Score doesn't permanently encode every current nutritional debate. 

It's less a score than a constitutional framework for evaluating food. 

The Constitution doesn't tell judges how every future case must be decided. 

It provides the principles by which cases should be judged. 

It provides the four constitutional questions: 

1. What nourishment does this food provide (vitalization and fortification)?  

2. How well does it support digestion (neurotransmitter production)?  

3. What metabolic cost does it impose (insulin resistance and metabolic dysfunction)?  

4. What broader physiological burdens does it carry (inflammation and disease)? 

When the evidence supplied by answering the question changes, the model doesn’t change, only the 

outcome. 

 

Following is a BETA TEST RUN for THE VITALITY SCORE for 10 COMMON FOODS: 

Provisional Vitality Score 

VS=(Micronutrient Density+Digestive Support)−(Metabolic Burden+Denaturing/Inflammatory Bu

rden)\textbf{VS}=(\text{Micronutrient Density}+\text{Digestive Support}) -(\text{Metabolic 

Burden}+\text{Denaturing/InflammatoryBurden})VS=(Micronutrient Density+Digestive Support

)−(Metabolic Burden+Denaturing/Inflammatory Burden)  

Each component runs from 0–50, giving a possible total from −100 to +100. 

For the 1st pass (please note that the specific terms given to these categories is under development): 

• Micronutrient Density: breadth, concentration, bioavailability, and relative scarcity of 

vitamins, minerals, essential fats, phytochemicals, and high-quality protein.  

• Digestive Support: fermentable/prebiotic fiber, beneficial live cultures, microbiome 

support, bowel support, and food-matrix integrity.  

• Metabolic Burden: glycemic impact, rapid absorption, caloric concentration without satiety, 

disrupted food matrix, and regulatory demand.  

• Denaturing/Inflammatory Burden: industrial alteration, oxidized or hydrogenated fats, 

additives, processing contaminants, problematic proteins or antinutrients, and evidence 

suggesting adverse inflammatory or gut effects.  
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The last category has the widest uncertainty. Whole30 itself uses elimination followed by systematic 

reintroduction rather than asserting that every excluded food harms every person, which is probably 

the intellectually honest precedent for this portion of the model.  

Another way this four-part framework may be expressed: 

Positive 

1. Nutrient Contribution  

2. Physiological Support  

Negative 

3. Physiological Demand  

4. Physiological Disruption 

 

Ten-food beta run 

Food 
Micro 

+ 

Digestive 

+ 

Metabolic 

− 

Denaturing / 

inflammatory − 

Vitality 

Score 

Raw kale 48 43 2 2 +87 

Blueberries 35 34 7 1 +61 

Avocado 36 37 4 2 +67 

Wild salmon 47 2 3 3 +43 

Plain fermented 

sauerkraut 
20 46 2 4 +60 

Cooked lentils 31 40 12 14 +45 

Plain cooked oats 26 33 15 10 +34 

White bread 10 7 37 20 −40 

Refined sugar 0 0 49 25 −74 

Processed meat 

sausage 
15 0 20 44 −49 

These should initially be read as approximate centers with perhaps a ±5–10-point confidence 

interval, especially for the final category. 
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1. Raw kale: +87 

48 micronutrient density: Kale is exceptionally concentrated in vitamins, minerals, carotenoids, 

and other phytochemicals relative to its caloric content. Leafy greens are also consistently included 

among anti-inflammatory dietary patterns.  

43 digestive support: It supplies substantial intact plant fiber and fermentable substrate, although 

not every fiber in kale is equally fermentable and some people tolerate raw crucifers poorly. 

2 metabolic burden: Very low glycemic and caloric load, with an intact fibrous matrix slowing 

nutrient absorption. 

2 inflammatory burden: Essentially unprocessed and generally associated with beneficial dietary 

patterns. A few points remain for individual intolerance and compounds such as oxalates or 

goitrogenic glucosinolates, principally relevant under unusual intake or susceptibility conditions. 

Interpretation: Near the upper limit, but not 100 because no individual food is nutritionally 

complete and tolerance is not universal. 

 

2. Blueberries: +61 

35 micronutrient density: Strong in polyphenols, particularly anthocyanin pigments, but less 

broadly nutrient-dense than dark leafy vegetables or seafood. 

34 digestive support: Whole-fruit fiber, intact structure, and polyphenols that interact with the gut 

microbiome. 

7 metabolic burden: They contain sugar, but it arrives within water, fiber, and intact cellular 

structure. That distinguishes whole berries from juice or isolated sugar. 

1 inflammatory burden: Minimal processing and a generally favorable phytochemical profile. 

Interpretation: Very healthy, but the score avoids treating “fruit” and “vegetable” as nutritionally 

interchangeable merely because both are natural. 

 

3. Avocado: +67 

36 micronutrient density: Provides potassium, folate, vitamin E, carotenoids, and 

monounsaturated fat, though it is not as micronutrient-dense per calorie as kale. 

37 digestive support: Considerable fiber and an intact whole-food matrix. 

4 metabolic burden: Low glycemic effect and strong satiety, though calorically concentrated. 

2 inflammatory burden: A minimally altered whole food with a generally favorable fat profile. 

Interpretation: Its calories are not treated as inherently burdensome. The question is what 

physiological demand and satiety pattern accompany those calories. 
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4. Wild salmon: +43 

47 micronutrient density: Extremely valuable for protein quality, vitamin B12, selenium, vitamin 

D, and long-chain omega-3 fats. Within your framework, nutrients that are relatively difficult to 

obtain elsewhere deserve more weight than abundant nutrients. 

2 digestive support: Almost no fiber or prebiotic contribution. It may be digestible, but “easy to 

digest” is not identical to actively supporting digestive ecology. 

3 metabolic burden: Protein and fat are handled slowly, generally producing little acute glycemic 

demand. 

3 inflammatory burden: Wild, minimally processed salmon would receive only a small deduction. 

Preparation matters: smoking, charring, sugary glazing, rancid oils, or repeated frying would lower 

the score. 

Interpretation: This exposes an important feature of the model: a food can be nutritionally superb 

without scoring near 100 because it performs one biological role brilliantly rather than all roles. 

 

5. Plain fermented sauerkraut: +60 

20 micronutrient density: Useful vitamin and phytochemical content, but not exceptionally broad 

after fermentation and storage. 

46 digestive support: This is where it excels—fermented cabbage can provide organic acids and, 

when unpasteurized, live microorganisms, while retaining prebiotic plant substrate. 

2 metabolic burden: Little glycemic or caloric burden. 

4 inflammatory burden: Minimal unless heavily pasteurized, sweetened, preserved with 

unnecessary additives, or poorly tolerated. Sodium could matter clinically but is not inherently an 

inflammatory toxin. 

Interpretation: Fermentation illustrates your distinction between partnership with Nature and 

industrial denaturation. 

 

6. Cooked lentils: +45 

31 micronutrient density: Good folate, iron, magnesium, potassium, plant protein, and other 

minerals. 

40 digestive support: Rich in fermentable fiber and resistant starch. Fiber-rich diets are associated 

with greater microbial diversity, whereas low-fiber dietary patterns tend toward reduced diversity.  
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12 metabolic burden: Lentils are carbohydrate-rich but generally digested considerably more slowly 

than refined starches. Beans and legumes are recognized as slowly digested carbohydrate sources in 

mainstream nutrition guidance.  

14 inflammatory burden: This is deliberately contentious. Lectins and phytates, digestive 

intolerance, and the Paleo/Whole30 exclusion logic justify a deduction within your system. 

However, cooking greatly changes many of these compounds, and conventional evidence often 

associates legumes with favorable outcomes. Whole30’s own structure treats legumes as a 

reintroduction test, while its plant-based version relies upon them.  

Interpretation: Lentils are the first major stress test. They score positively under general nutritional 

evidence but lower under your ancestral/elimination framework. 

 

7. Plain cooked oats: +34 

26 micronutrient density: Useful manganese, magnesium, phosphorus, thiamin, and some protein, 

but not an exceptional micronutrient powerhouse. 

33 digestive support: Oats contain soluble beta-glucan fiber with strong functional value. 

15 metabolic burden: Less demanding than refined cereal or white bread, but still a relatively 

concentrated starch. Glycemic response varies with processing: intact or steel-cut oats differ 

meaningfully from instant oats. 

10 inflammatory burden: Whole oats are less denatured than refined flour, but they remain a grain 

and may be problematic for some people through avenin sensitivity, contamination with gluten-

containing grains, or individual digestive response. Whole grains generally retain more nutritional 

value than refined grains.  

Interpretation: Positive, but not Philosopher’s-Diet ideal. Instant sweetened oatmeal would score 

dramatically lower. 

 

8. White bread: −40 

10 micronutrient density: Enrichment restores selected isolated nutrients but does not recreate the 

full biological package lost during refinement. 

7 digestive support: Usually low in intact fiber and structurally disrupted by milling. 

37 metabolic burden: White bread is rapidly digested and is a standard example of a high-glycemic 

food producing substantial blood-glucose fluctuation.  

20 inflammatory burden: Refined flour, gluten exposure, processing, additives in many commercial 

loaves, and the loss of intact food structure all justify deductions. Refined carbohydrates are also 

prominent in empirically derived inflammatory dietary patterns.  
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Interpretation: The score depends heavily on the bread. A traditionally fermented, dense whole-

grain sourdough could move into positive territory; mass-produced white sandwich bread likely 

would not. 

 

9. Refined sugar: −74 

0 micronutrient density: Essentially no meaningful vitamins, minerals, fiber, essential fats, or 

protein. 

0 digestive support: No prebiotic matrix and no live cultures. 

49 metabolic burden: Almost the archetype of rapid, unbuffered metabolic input. It supplies 

energy without the cellular structure, fiber, or nutrient context of a whole plant food. The body’s 

carbohydrate response involves glucose absorption and insulin-mediated handling; more rapidly 

digested carbohydrates create sharper excursions.  

25 inflammatory burden: I would not automatically make this 50, because metabolic burden and 

inflammation must remain separate. Still, diets high in refined carbohydrates and sweetened 

beverages appear in inflammatory dietary patterns.  

Interpretation: Your original estimate of approximately −70 was remarkably plausible within the 

architecture. 

 

10. Processed meat sausage: −49 

15 micronutrient density: It may supply protein, B12, iron, zinc, and selenium, preventing a zero. 

0 digestive support: Essentially no fiber, prebiotic benefit, or probiotic contribution. 

20 metabolic burden: Low glycemic impact, but often calorically dense, highly palatable, and easy 

to overconsume. This demonstrates why metabolic burden cannot be reduced to glucose alone. 

44 inflammatory burden: Processing, curing agents, high sodium, fat oxidation, possible smoke 

compounds, variable feed quality, additives, and epidemiological concerns surrounding processed 

meats justify a very high deduction. Processed meats and sugar-sweetened beverages have stood out 

as particularly adverse ultra-processed categories in cardiovascular analyses, and inflammatory dietary 

patterns consistently treat processed meat negatively.  

Interpretation: Ordinary unprocessed pasture-raised meat would score substantially higher; CAFO 

fat quality and industrial processing should be separately adjustable variables. 
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THE BETA SCALE 

Score                       Provisional meaning 

+75 to +100                       Exceptionally vitalizing whole food 

+50 to +74                       Strongly vitalizing 

+25 to +49                       Net positive, with limitations 

0 to +24                       Marginal or context-dependent 

−1 to −24                       Net vitality cost 

−25 to −49                       Strong vitality cost 

−50 to −100                       Fundamentally devitalizing 

 

Food can either... 

Supply 

Give the organism what it needs. 

Protect 

Support the organism's existing systems. 

Tax 

Require compensatory work. 

Damage 

Interfere with those systems. 

 

The more a thing supports the integrity of an organism according to its 

evolved nature, the more vitalizing it is. The more it compels compensatory 

responses or degrades that integrity, the more devitalizing it becomes. 
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The Vitality Score asks: 

How much biologically valuable supply and functional support does this food provide, minus the 

compensatory demand and functional disruption it creates? 

It rewards: 

• nutrient value  

• nutrient breadth  

• bioavailability  

• microbiome and barrier support  

• intact food structure  

• favorable physiological interaction  

It penalizes: 

• rapid or dysregulated metabolic delivery  

• compensatory physiological work  

• interference with evolved function  

• systemic destabilization  

• severe single-system harms  

• cumulative moderate harms  

And it refuses to let: 

• calorie density automatically mean bad,  

• “natural” automatically mean good,  

• “processed” automatically mean bad,  

• one abundant nutrient conceal nutritional emptiness,  

• numerous harmless dimensions conceal one catastrophic weakness,  

• or speculative harms masquerade as settled science. 
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1. Nutritional Supply: 

This measures: 

The degree to which a food supplies biologically valuable resources in useful quantities, 

diversity, forms, and proportions. 

It must reward both: 

1. Depth — how much nutritional value is present.  

2. Breadth — how many distinct nutritional needs it meaningfully serves. 

2. Functional Support: 

This measures: 

The degree to which a food protects, facilitates, or strengthens the organism’s evolved 

biological functioning. 

Candidate support pathways include: 

• microbiome nourishment  

• intestinal barrier support  

• digestive regularity  

• favorable satiety signaling  

• antioxidant and cellular-defense support  

• beneficial fermentation products  

• favorable lipid transport  

• immune-regulatory support 

3. Compensatory Demand: 

This measures: 

The degree to which consuming a food requires disproportionate regulatory, metabolic, 

detoxifying, or restorative work merely to preserve normal function. 

This is not caloric load. 

Calories alone are neither a vice nor a physiological injury. Avocado, nuts, oily fish, and other 

energy-dense foods can be strongly vitalizing. 

With impacts including: 

• glycemic burden  
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• insulinemic burden where independently relevant  

• rapidity of absorption  

• alcohol detoxification burden  

• excessive osmotic load  

• oxidized-lipid handling  

• unusually high hepatic processing demand  

• impaired satiety or compensatory appetite effects  

• dose-dependent toxicant clearance 

4. Functional Disruption: 

This is the most important and difficult term. 

It measures: 

The degree to which a food or constituent interferes with, destabilizes, degrades, or 

damages the organism’s evolved biological functioning. 

Candidate lines of evidence include: 

• intestinal-barrier impairment  

• microbiome disruption  

• immune activation  

• chronic inflammatory signaling  

• oxidative damage  

• endocrine disruption  

• mitochondrial impairment  

• hepatotoxicity  

• neurophysiological disruption  

• carcinogenicity  

• impaired nutrient absorption  

• adverse behavioral-cascade potential  

But these must not be treated as equal boxes whose average can conceal catastrophe. 

The final score is anywhere from negative one hundred to positive one hundred in LIFE VALUE. 


